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(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Af^Ucation of: 
Satoshi Mizutani et al. 

Application No.: 10/705,400 

Filed: November 10, 2003 

For: INTERLABIAL PAD AND PACKAGE 
THEREOF 



ConfiimationNo.: 4410 
Art Unit: 3761 
Bxaminer: M. M. Kidwell 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED MARCH 9, 2005 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Id response to the Office Action mailed March 9, 2005, q)plicant hereby continues to 
elect species 2, directed to Figs. 4-7. 

Applicants asserted in a response dated December 23, 2004 to a restriction requirement 
dated November 24, 2005 tfiat one of die claims that read on the elected species 2 was claim 1. 
However, March 9 Office Action alleged that claim 1 did not read on the elected species 2 and 
provided one mondi to respond to the Office Action. 

In response to the Office Action^ claim 1 was amended in an amendment filed 
concuxrently herewith. The amended claim 1 recites as follows: 



Claim 1 (cuirently amended): An interlabial pad for attaching to labia, 
comprising: 



pad; and 



an absorbixig sheet portion for facing a body side upon wearing the interlabial 
a support sheet portion backing the absorbing sheet portion; 
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wherein said thsorbing ih^et portion conqirises a pair of absorbing sheet 
bodies, each of which contains an absorber, said absoibing sheet bodies ^ separated 
along a substantial center line of the interlabtal pad, and each abaoibing sheet body is 
bonded to said support sheet poition con^wising an inipenneable support sheet on a 
peiiphexa] edge portion of the interiablal pad, diereby the body fluid can jflow into a void 
which is formed berween a gannent £ice side of die absorbing slheet body and the body 
face side of the siqipoit ssbeot. 

(Emphasis added.) 

Claim 1 recites that the absoibing sheet portion contains a pair of absoibing sheet bodies^ 
each of which contains an absorber. Fig. 4 shows an absoibing sheet portion 44a which includes a 
pair of absorbing sheet bodies 46. Each absorbing sheet body 46 has an absorber 43. Therefore, 
claim 1 as amended clearly reads on Fig. 4. Claim 1 additionally reads on Figs. 5-7 for at least the 
same reasons tfiat claim 1 reads on Fig. 4. 

Dep^dent claims 2-3 and 8-10, 14, and 19-20 also read on the elected species 2. Figs. 
4-7 show an interlabial pad with an arc-shaped side end. Also, the sheet bodies are shown to be 
separated from each other by a groove portion. Also, the article shown by Figs. 4-7 performs what 
are claimed in clauns 8-10 and 19-20. 

Applicants traverse the restriction requirement/election of species as follows: 

In the November 24, 2004 Office Action, Species 2 is alleged to be related only to Figs. 
4-7. However, Figs. 1(a) and (b) show basically the same embodimoit of the invention as shown in 
Figs. 4 and 5. Fig. 1(a) is a top view of the embodunent and Fig. 1(b) is a cross-sectional view of 
the same. Fig. 4 is a perspective/cross-sectional view of the embodiment, and Fig. S is a collapsed 
form of Fig. 4. Therefore, Figs, 1(a) and (b) also belong to Species 2. 

^iplicants submit that the amended claim 1 is a generic claim that includes many of the 

species, 

Generic claim 1 with the open language, **comprising," reads on Figs. 1 and 4-7 of the 
present specification. Further, generic claim 1 reads on Figs. 8, 9, 10, 13, and 24 because these 
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figures also show "an absorb^/* "an absoxbing sheet portion/* and "a support sheet portion" with all 
the limitations of these elements as set fbifh in claim 1. Additional features shown in these figures 
but not directly claimed in claim 1 are claimed in some of the d^endent claims* 

Still fiiither, claim 1 reads on Figs. 11, 12, 19, 21, and 22 because these figures show die 
backside of the support sheet 42 (part of the support sheet potion 44b), which has a mini sheet piece 
62 attached thereto. The other elements of the claim 1 are not shown in these figures merely 
because the backside of the support sheet 42 is shown. Claim 1 does not mention a mini sheet but 
claim 6 depending fix^tn claim 1 does. Qearly claim 1 is a generic claim that reads on Figs. 11,12, 
19, 21, and 22. 

Additionally, claim 1 also reads on Fig. 23 for the same reason as Figs. 1(a), 6, and 7. 
Claim 1 reads on Fig. 20 because this figure shows an example of how the claimed invention is 
applied to the body. 

In summary, claim 1 reads on Figs. 1, 4-13, and 19-24. Therefore, claim 1 reads on 
Species 1-7, 9, and 10 and Subspecies 1 and 2. Thus, Applicants respectfiiUy request that upon 
allowance of the generic claim, the remaining species that the generic claim reads on be considered 
for patentability. 

Dated: April 7, 2005 RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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AMENDMENT IN RESPONSE TO 
NON-FDVAL OFtlCE ACTION DATED MARCH 9. 2005 



MS Amendment 
Commissions for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sin 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In response to the Office Action dated March 9, 2005 (Paper No. 9), please am«d the 
above-identified U.S. patent qiplication as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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